
WRITING A HISTORY PAPER

A Brief Guide to Writing the History Paper. The Challenges of Writing About. ( a.k.a., Making) History. At first glance,
writing about history can seem like an.

Begin your research, keeping your questions in mind. For example, does the author rely strictly on narrative
and anecdotes, or is the book analytical in some way? In the rare cases when the historian was a participant in
the events, then the workâ€”or at least part of itâ€”is a primary source. She served as FDR's secretary of labor.
Do not confuse the reader by having several possible antecedents. This step can feel overwhelming, but
remember that you have already done a lot of work and--armed with your working thesis, source annotations,
and outline--have all the tools needed. A separate title page? What would you think of a biographer who wrote
that you graduated from Hamilton in the s? How skillfully and imaginatively has the author used the
evidence? Which government? Your audience for a history paper is usually the professor or the teaching
assistant who will grade it. This is an especially important element of learning how to write a history
paperâ€”you need to analyze, rather than summarize. Be sure pronouns agree with their antecedent. You may
know, but your reader is not a mind reader. Scholarly history draws on as many primary sources as practical.
Keep it by your side as you write, but do not abuse it by starting papers with a definition. Find the parts from
the textbook, from the primary source readings, and from your notes that relate to the prompt. For example,
does he or she profess bland objectivity? For example, what is the balance of primary and secondary sources?
Structure your essay so that your ideas come across clearly without having to state that they are your ideas.
Writing a Book Review Your professor may ask you to write a book review, probably of a scholarly historical
monograph. Replace it with the reason is, or better still, simply delete it and get right to your reason.


