
AN ANALYSIS OF THE PLAY ARIEL

The portrayal of Ariel in Act 1, Scene 2 anticipates the presentation of the spirit across the play. Here we learn of Ariel's
elemental nature, 'be't.

Even though Ariel is affectionate toward Prospero, we learn early on that Ariel isn't a servant by nature; he
primarily wants his liberty, but, knowing that it will come, serves Prospero wholeheartedly and happily. In Act
I, scene 2, Prospero suggests that Ariel is very much indebted to his master. It is named so because she
considered the poem to be the best in the book. His specialisms include literary reading, response to poetry
and arts-based research. Caliban also has a pack of branches on his back, weighing him down. He is quite a
feisty character and often asks Prospero to grant him his freedom, although he is lambasted for doing so. The
character, named Shrimp, is also an air demon controlled by a magician. Michael Dobson and Stanley Wells.
Even as he pulls on Prospero's robes, he sings a beautiful little song. The relationship between Prospero and
Ariel is a curious one. Updated February 01, If you're preparing to take a test or write an essay about William
Shakespeare's "The Tempest," it's important that you have a good grasp of the characters in the play, such as
Ariel. Ariel sings in the ear of Gonzalo, a councillor to Alonso, to wake him and foils the plot. Prospero the
magician becomes the archetypal mad scientist Dr Morbius, stranded on the planet with only his daughter
Altaira until the arrival of an expedition team from Earth. Prospero is so impressed by Ariel's matchmaking
that he says that he would set Ariel free for that one act. In Aldous Huxley 's dystopian novel Brave New
World , the character John Savage remarks that "Ariel could put a girdle 'round the Earth in forty minutes"
when shown the elaborate equipment in the World State in chapter  While it is clear to the audience that
Prospero has been hypocritical toward Ariel by enslaving him in much the same vein as Sycorax did although
she simply imprisoned him , Ariel is forced to continue serving Prospero. Though Ariel is often overlooked in
these debates in favour of the more intriguing Caliban, he is still involved in many of the debates.
Post-colonialism[ edit ] Beginning in about , with the publication of Psychology of Colonization by Octave
Mannoni , The Tempest was viewed more and more through the lens of post-colonial theory. July 9. Later, he
makes himself invisible to others. Its elemental powers are balanced with the capacity to charm others to sleep,
as it does with the mariners 1. Is Ariel a Male or Female Spirit? For the rest of the play, Ariel is Prospero's
eyes and earsâ€”spying on the shipwrecked sailors in invisible form, but only Prospero can see Ariel. Themes
Magic and spirits Act 1, Scene 2 establishes the association of Ariel and Prospero through magic. One
example is in the stage directions at III. By providing background music to the scene, he sets the mood while
establishing himself as separate from the story. Wrapping Up Now that you have read this character analysis
of Ariel, make sure you understand his role in the play. Any type of essay. The evil witch Sycorax imprisoned
Ariel in a tree because the "delicate" spirit didn't have the heart to do her bidding. Dost thou think so, spirit?
Fernandez Retamar sets his version of the play in Cuba, portraying Ariel as a wealthy Cuban in comparison to
the lower-class Caliban who also must choose between rebellion or negotiation.


