
AN INTRODUCTION TO EMPIRE OF MALI IN ITS PEAK AND A BRIEF

HISTORY OF IT

The Empire of Mali was one of the largest Empires in West African History, and at its height it spanned from the Atlantic
Coast to central parts of.

What separates these rulers from the founder, other than the latter's historic role in establishing the state, is
their transformation of the Manden Kurufaba into a Manden Empire. Tax was imposed onto peripheral
chiefdoms and provinces to ensure the dominance of Songhai, and in return these provinces were given almost
complete autonomy. The empire maintained a semi-professional full-time army in order to defend its borders.
During his travels, Mansa Musa gave away and spent a significant amount of gold, but he also brought back a
lot of new ideas to Mali. Archaeologists are finding evidence at sites such as Timbuktu and Jenne-Jono,
another ancient city, that helps to explain how people lived and provide information about dates. Songhai
Empire in Songhai rulers took advantage of the weakened Mali Empire to expanded Songhai rule. Sheryl L.
The Ghana Empire lay in the Sahel region to the north of the West African gold fields, and was able to profit
by controlling the trans-Saharan gold trade, which turned Ghana into an empire of legendary wealth. Although
archaeology has already provided invaluable information pertaining to the life styles and skills of the peoples
from this region of West Africa, the archaeological record is still incomplete. Timbuktu: A pattern of conquest
Looking at the city of Timbuktu, now part of the modern African state of Mali, brings this pattern of turmoil
and conquest to light. The state had control of the north and a military coup that ousted the president due to his
failure to protect the soldiers. The imperial rulers ordered mosques constructed and palaces converted into
mosques. After a persistent seven-year siege, he was able to forcefully incorporate it into his vast empire in ,
but only after having starved its citizens into surrender Oral traditions present a conflicted image of Sonni Ali.
Although other written accounts of the ancient West African empires exist, Ibn Battuta is one of the few who
actually traveled to this area and wrote from personal experience. After the victory, King Soumaoro
disappeared and the Mandinka stormed the last of the Sosso cities. He also transformed Sankore from an
informal madrasah into an Islamic university. During most of his journey, Ibn Battuta traveled with a retinue
that included slaves, most of whom carried goods for trade but would also be traded themselves. Official oral
historians, known as griots, recorded the peoples' and courts' histories. Mali had been a state inside of the
Ghanaian empire. The battle marked the effective end of the great Mali Empire and set the stage for a plethora
of smaller West African states to emerge. Initially, the empire was ruled by the Sonni dynasty c. As a result of
this the empire fell. Sonni Ali established a system of government under the royal court, later to be expanded
by Askia, which appointed governors and mayors to preside over local tributary states situated around the
Niger valley. Therefore, his younger brother, Oduduwa, took the three items of creation from him, climbed
down from the heavens on a chain, and threw a handful of earth on the primordial ocean, then put a cockerel
on it so that it would scatter the earth, thus creating the land on which Ile-Ife would be built. The
administration of such an enormous territory was formidable and relied on the establishment of a government
sensitive to the diversity of the land, population and cultures and accepting of the indigenous rulers and their
customs. Its power came, above all, from trade. According to Yoruba history, he founded Oyo as its first
Alaafin at around the year and one of his children, Eweka I, went on to become the first Oba of the Benin
Empire. Ibn Battuta had written that in Taghaza there were no trees and there is only sand and the salt mines.


