
WRITING A POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH PROPOSAL

A key part of your application is your research proposal. Whether you are applying for a self-funded or studentship you
should follow the guidance below.

Your initial research proposal should: be approximately words include an outline of your research interests
detail your initial thoughts about a topic have references to previous work discuss the methodology and
general approach you wish to take indicate how your research will make an original contribution to
knowledge. Find a supervisor Search by keyword, topic, location, or supervisor name Enter keywords. Which
method will you use to collect data? This should also include a proposed budget, which is important to give an
indication of how realistic your research proposal is in terms of financial requirements and whether any
adjustments need to be made accordingly. You might consider any equipment, fieldwork expenses or travel.
We therefore recommend that you contact a member of our staff with appropriate expertise to discuss your
proposed research. Would they know what your research is about? Here you need to demonstrate an
understanding of the current research climate for your area of interest. A research proposal is a concise and
coherent summary of your proposed research. Is your study interdisciplinary? The proposal should also
explain your intended approach to answering the questions: will your approach be empirical, doctrinal or
theoretical etc? You should therefore explain why your research is important for example, by explaining how
your research builds on and adds to the current state of knowledge in the field or by setting out reasons why it
is timely to research your proposed topic. Demonstrate you have a strong understanding of the key topics,
important studies, notable researchers etc in your area of research and how these have contributed to the
current landscape. What are the key texts and approaches in the field, and how does your proposal differ from
existing lines of argument? Expected research contribution Why is your research question or hypothesis worth
asking? Read on for advice and information on what you should include. What significant resources are
required for the success of your proposed project? Will there be problems of access? What is the purpose? It is
also necessary to demonstrate that you can express your ideas in clear and precise English, accessible to a
non-specialist. Significance of Research The proposal should demonstrate the originality of your intended
research. As discussed earlier, this comes back to the original reason why you're applying for a research
degree. Provide a list of references that you've made throughout your research proposal. They are the smaller
proof points that will underpin your research's purpose. It outlines the key aspects of what you will investigate
as well as the expected outcomes. Cite these reasons to demonstrate how your research will benefit and
contribute to the current body of knowledge. Title This is just a tentative title for your intended research.


