
SAMPLING TECHNIQUES USED IN RESEARCH

Sampling helps a lot in research. It is one of This technique is used in the situations where the population is completely
unknown and rare.

Snowball Sampling When: When you can rely on your initial respondents to refer you to the next respondents.
Elements of a sample are chosen at regular intervals of population. Whilst in this example the bias is obvious
and should be easily corrected, this may not always be the case. Not many victims will readily respond to the
questions but researchers can contact people they might know or volunteers associated with the cause to get in
touch with the victims and collect information. Another advantage of systematic random sampling over simple
random sampling is the assurance that the population will be evenly sampled. In this educational article, we
are explaining the different sampling methods in clinical research. It may be extremely difficult or cost
prohibitive to locate respondents in these situations. Pros: The sample is created quickly without adding any
additional burden on the available resources. Key Words: Research design, sampling studies, evidence-based
medicine, population surveillance, education Introduction In clinical research, we define the population as a
group of people who share a common character or a condition, usually the disease. In this problem, there was
a percent chance that the sample would include purchasers of each brand of car. Sample statistic. Clusters are
usually already defined, for example individual GP practices or towns could be identified as clusters. As with
all probability sampling methods, simple random sampling allows the sampling error to be calculated and
reduces selection bias. By dividing the number of people in the population by the number of people you want
in your sample, you get a number we will call n. Exploratory research: This sampling technique is widely used
when researchers aim at conducting qualitative research, pilot studies or exploratory research. In situations
where there are resource limitations such as the initial stages of research, convenience sampling is used. Using
systematic sampling, they can choose every 10th or 15th customer entering the supermarket and conduct the
study on this sample. Working within a given resource constraint, sampling may make it possible to study the
population of a larger geographical area or to find out more about the same population by examining an area in
greater depth through a smaller sample. Cluster sampling. How: A stratified sample, in essence, tries to
recreate the statistical features of the population on a smaller scale.


