
THE CHARACTER OF HESTER PRYNNE IN NATHANIEL HAWTHORNES

NOVEL THE SCARLET LETTER

It was at the beginning of the book that the letter embroidered on her bosom The Unique Character of Hester Prynne
from Nathaniel Hawthorne's Scarlet Letter.

Hester appeals to Dimmesdale in desperation, and the minister persuades the governor to let Pearl remain in
Hester's care. Her refusal to stop wearing the letter proves the letter has a different meaning rather than
adultery. While not a Puritan herself, Hester looks to Arthur Dimmesdale for comfort and spiritual guidance.
This combination of "dreaminess" and realism gave the author space to explore major themes. Yet she
continues to lack adult companionship throughout her life. It is the extraordinary circumstances shaping her
that make her such an important figure. He is a stereotypical Puritan father, a literary version of the stiff,
starkly painted portraits of American patriarchs. Resolve for me! Several days later, Hester meets Dimmesdale
in the forest and tells him of her husband and his desire for revenge. We know very little about Hester prior to
her affair with Dimmesdale and her resultant public shaming. She convinces Dimmesdale to leave Boston in
secret on a ship to Europe where they can start life anew. She lives a quiet, somber life with her daughter,
Pearl, and performs acts of charity for the poor. Her determination and lonely stand is repeated again when she
confronts Governor Bellingham over the issue of Pearl's guardianship. Hester is physically described in the
first scaffold scene as a tall young woman with a "figure of perfect elegance on a large scale. No friend, no
companion, no foot crossed the threshold of her cottage. John Eliot c. To Reverend Dimmesdale the meteor is
a sign from God who is revealing his sin to everyone and causes him to be ridden with guilt. Hester becomes
known for her charitable deeds. She speculates on human nature, social organization, and larger moral
questions. John Winthrop â€” , second governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. While Dimmesdale dies
after his public confession and Chillingworth dies consumed by his own hatred and revenge, Hester lives on,
quietly, and becomes something of a legend in the colony of Boston. The letter "A" stands for adulteress,
although this is never said explicitly in the novel. Symbolically, when Hester removes the letter and takes off
the cap, she is, in effect, removing the harsh, stark, unbending Puritan social and moral structure. Shamed and
alienated from the rest of the community, Hester becomes contemplative. Hester, shocked by Dimmesdale's
deterioration, decides to obtain a release from her vow of silence to her husband. The townspeople say that she
barely seems human and spread rumors that her unknown father is actually the Devil. Chillingworth, losing his
will for revenge, dies shortly thereafter and leaves Pearl a substantial inheritance. It now represented, to some,
able. Individualism is a major topic in romanticism. For example, she quickly discerns the truth about her
mother and Dimmesdale. Major theme[ edit ] This section possibly contains original research. Hester does not
break down because of that, but her strength and her individual character grow. In the novel, Hester displays
that how a person deals with sin has a lasting impact on the people around her, and most importantly those that
are the closest to her. These mutations involve the qualities and attributes of her physical appearance, feminine
emotions, and reputation among the townspeople. Ye shall not take her!


