
WRITING A FICTION BOOK OUTLINE

How to Outline Your Novel. Written by MasterClass. Jan 18, â€¢ 9 min read. Plotting your novel can be an enormous
challenge. You've had some time to.

Column by Robbie Blair Robbie Blair is a world-wandering author and poet who blogs about his adventures,
the writing craft, and more. If you have absolutely no idea what your personal drafting process looks like, have
no fear. Need an example? Instead, think about the big picture. Here are some ways to kickstart your thinking.
Why did they need water? Roughly sketch scene ideas Armed with a solid premise, you can now begin
sketching your ideas for this story. Generally, works of non-fiction require research and citation of sources
although many novels require their own research! In Step 2, you solidified the big picture of your story by
identifying the scenes you were already aware of and figuring out how they might fit together. Subscribe to
our FREE email newsletter and download free character development worksheets! Then you can pluck those
ideas out of your mindmap and put them into a cohesive book outline. Though you may not have an outline
per se, obviously you must have an idea or you have no business in that chair. Commercial fiction does this,
but so do literary classics. Are you writing a fiction or non-fiction book? At the top of the hill, Jack is injured
and Jill chooses to stay with him. Starting scenes You can break any novel down into acts, sequences, and
even chapters. How does the action rise and fall? How much detail do you need to include? Outlines are also
definitely not meant to be lifeless Roman-numeral lists. The Synopsis Outline. Randy agrees that Outliners are
Outliners and Pantsers are Pantsers, and never the twain shall meet. Learn how to write a synopsis by clicking
here. Click here to learn more How to Write a Nonfiction Book Outline Most non-fiction authors find outlines
useful due to the nature of their books. Figuring out those same elements in an outline requires a fraction of
the timeâ€”and then allows you to let loose and have fun in your first draft. So plot to surprise us, to thrill us.
Randy Ingermanson. To imbue your writing with the full power of outlining, you need to approach the process
from a mindset of flexibility and discovery. If you are still feeling stuck, look up more free tips on plot
outlines , on building plot momentum via a plot mountain , or borrowing one of seven basic plots , from
Christopher Booker. This mind map will be the jumping off point for you to begin your outline. Which Are
Youâ€”Outliner or Pantser? Many writers find that creating a one- to two-page synopsis provides the perfect
balance of structure and flexibility in an outline. What would they do next if this happened? To get started,
brainstorm scenes that will be the centerpieces of your plot, which may include anything from major turning
points to the climax of the entire book. That trouble will mean something different depending on your genre.
The Snowflake Method The Snowflake Method encourages you to start thinking about your scenes from a
granular point of view â€” and then build up from there.


