
AYN RANDS BOOK THE VIRTUE OF

The Virtue of Selfishness: A New Concept of Egoism is a collection of essays by the philosopher Ayn Rand and
Nathaniel Branden. Most of the essays originally appeared in The Objectivist Newsletter. The book covers ethical issues
from the perspective of Rand's Objectivist.

If so, please consider making a donation. Thus, many people arrive at the following composite image: Selfish
people are brutish people who are oblivious to the negative consequences of their actions for their friends and
loved ones and who abuse the patience, trust, and goodwill of all comers to satisfy their petty whims. People
either love or hate the author of Atlas Shrugged and The Fountainhead. So, to complete the syllogism: survival
by imitation, by being a mental parasite, is consistent with the standard of objectivist ethics, which is rooted in
survival. But we never approached this text expecting honesty. It really is a mess of stupidity, and requires
some effort to untangle. This is an interesting question. Your contribution will help us to achieve and maintain
this impact. But pride must be earned--and it is earned by practicing and living up to all of the other
Objectivist virtues. Pride Rand said that the virtue of pride was necessary to become the best version of
ourselves that we can be. Moreover, the character traits of the "selfish" brute are not compatible with any
human being's actual, rational interests. For this reason, Rand believes that selfishness is a virtue. Second, this
understanding of selfishness suggests an altruist framework for thinking about ethics. As a matter of law, this
is manifestly, idiotically erroneous--property rights are simply one component of rights in general, and we can
have property regimes wherein rights themselves are not conceived as properties. First, this understanding of
selfishness construes both whim-fulfillment and the disregard of others' interests as genuinely self-interested
behaviors, which they are not. All human beings have objective biological and psychological needs, and one's
actual interests are identified by reference to these needs. In that work, Rand argues that a virtue is an action
by which one secures and protects one's rational valuesâ€”ultimately, one's life and happiness. Nevermind that
factory owner built factory with moneys acquired through inheritance from estate built on slavery and
slaughter of natives. Just as the relation between state and citizen always has force underlying it, so too do
private relations between, say, employer and employee. Her language also suggests that she believes that any
other understanding of selfishness would amount to an invalid concept, i. And when I co-authored a book
about how Rand's philosophy of Objectivism applies to management, I got caught in the crossfire. This is not
reflective of how law works. He had been assassinated before it was released, making the point of the essay
moot. And when Rand lovers discovered that I didn't think she had lived up to her own philosophical tenets,
they rejected the book as a back-handed attack on Objectivism. This value-orientation is brilliantly dramatized
in the character of Howard Roark in The Fountainhead. This is a dangerous admission for Rand, who wants to
make state action itself force. Objectivism Question: What does Ayn Rand mean when she describes
selfishness as a virtue? Taxation or regulation by the state is therefore equated with armed robbery. For her,
the truly selfish person is a self-respecting, self-supporting human being who neither sacrifices others to
himself nor sacrifices himself to others. Summary[ edit ] The book contains 19 essays, 14 of them written by
Rand and five by Branden, plus an introduction written by Rand. It just spirals out of control, and the number
of errors defies easy counting, especially when the argument becomes historical. It can make you a better
leader , enhance your ability to innovate , and intensify your focus on building a successful business. The
Challenger disaster was a lethal example of this: The space shuttle exploded and its seven-member crew died
because leaders at NASA and at Morton Thiokol wouldn't acknowledge a fatal defect in its rubber O-ring
seals.


