
BIBLICAL HEBREW WRITING ALPHABET

The Hebrew alphabet known variously by scholars as the Jewish .. These letters were also called BeGeD KeFeT letters
/ËŒbeÉªÉ¡É›dËˆkÉ›fÉ›t/. The full details are very complex; this summary omits.

With the letters Beit, Kaf and Pei, however, the dagesh indicates that the letter should be pronounced with its
hard sound b, k, p rather than its soft sound v, kh, f. It was the Phoenician alphabet that was widely received
and readily adapted throughout the Mediterranean world and the Levant, as it was only 22 letters based on
sound, as opposed to the myriad of symbols in cuneiform and hieroglyphics prevalent at the time. This
multiple form of vowel notation accounts for much of the variation in word formation in the Masoretic text.
This is very common at the beginning but soon you will be able to make the distinction between these letters
without difficulty. Learning the Hebrew language can be both fun and exciting. The picture below illustrates
the Hebrew alphabet, in Hebrew alphabetical order. When used to write Yiddish , vowels are indicated, using
certain letters, either with niqqud diacritics e. Biblica ,  Styles of Writing The style of writing illustrated above
is the one most commonly seen in Hebrew books. As various acrostics in Scripture reveal, the Hebrew letters
and their order are of divine origin. These dots and dashes are written above, below or inside the letter, in
ways that do not alter the spacing of the line. In English the consonants and vowels may be arranged in any
order such as in the word "circle" which has the following pattern; C-V-C-C-C-V. With most letters, the
dagesh does not significantly affect pronunciation of the letter; it simply marks a split between syllables,
where the letter is pronounced both at the end of the first syllable and the beginning of the second. However,
when these verbs appear in narrative sequences, as in the Book of Genesis, they are converted by the
waw-consecutive to the opposite tense. The "Kh" and the "Ch" are pronounced as in German or Scottish, a
throat clearing noise, not as the "ch" in "chair. Because every letter of the alphabet has a numerical value,
every word also has a numerical value. The number 11 would be written Yod-Alef with the Yod on the right,
because Hebrew is written right-to-left , the number 12 would be Yod-Beit, the number 21 would be Kaf-Alef,
the number would be Tav-Reish-Yod-Alef, etc. Davka also has a lot of fonts available, as well as a lot of other
Hebrew and Judaic software. We recommend the reference textbooks below for an in-depth study of Biblical
Hebrew. Jacob taught the secrets of the alphabet to Joseph, who used it to decipher dreams, etc. The Hebrew
script. Indeed, writing it in that way would look absurd to anyone familiar with Hebrew, because a final letter
should never appear at the beginning of a word! There is an entire discipline of Jewish mysticism known as
Gematria that is devoted to finding hidden meanings in the numerical values of words. Click Here for more
details. In Ashkenazic pronunciation the pronunciation used by many Orthodox Jews and by many older Jews
, Tav also has a soft sound, and is pronounced as an "s" when it does not have a dagesh. The word Semitic
comes from the name Shem, named in Genesis as the son of Noah, whose descendants lived in the Middle
East. The Biblical Hebrew text available to us today is thus written in the Hebrew language with the adopted
Imperial Aramaic alphabet. In everyday writing of modern Hebrew, niqqud are absent; however, patterns of
how words are derived from Hebrew roots called shorashim or "triliterals" allow Hebrew speakers to
determine the vowel-structure of a given word from its consonants based on the word's context and part of
speech. However, as Hebrew literacy declined, particularly after the Romans expelled the Jews from Israel, the
rabbis recognized the need for aids to pronunciation, so they developed a system of dots and dashes called
nikkud points. The following chart summarizes the Masoretic vowel points. Two silver amulets with the
Priestly Blessing were uncovered in a burial chamber on the western slope of the Hinnom Valley in Jerusalem
in  Vowel points are shown in blue. And you shall love your neighbor as yourself. They have similar
characteristics, such as the presence of guttural letters formed in the pharynx or larynx; a consonantal system
with three-letter word roots to connote meaning; and changes in the form or morphology of the word root
through the addition of prefixes, infixes, and suffixes to determine the precise sense and function of the word.
Notice in the following chart that the majority of vowel points appear under the letter, except for long o when
it occurs over and to the left of the letter. The perfect tense generally expresses past action, and the imperfect
tense generally expresses future action.


