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Such men gave the nationalist movement a distinctly elitist flavour that was to last until the.
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decentralizing, indirect rule in practice caused chiefs to look to Accra the capital rather than to their people for
decisions. After early successes, they finally came up against well-trained British forces who compelled them
to retreat beyond the Pra River. In , British influence over the Gold Coast increased further when Britain
purchased Elmina Castle , the last of the Dutch forts along the coast. He negotiated a special treaty with a
number of Fante and other local chiefs that became known as the Bond of  Preview Unable to display preview.
In April , local chiefs and elders met at Cape Coast to consult with the governor on means of raising revenue.
Five days of violent disorder followed in Accra in response to the shooting and rioters broke into and looted
the shops owned by Europeans and Syrians. Worsley Hill was appointed first governor of the Gold Coast. See
R. In most situations, men as well as women captured in local warfare became slaves. Executive power
remained in the hands of the governor, to whom the Legislative Council was responsible. Under the terms of
the arrangement, the British gave the impression that they would protect the coastal areas; thus, an informal
protectorate came into being. With the governor's approval, the council of chiefs constituted itself as a
legislative assembly. The Ashanti also had to keep the road to Kumasi open to trade. Notes 4. Under Chief Oti
Akenten r. According to historian Eric Williams , for example, Europe abolished the trans-Atlantic slave trade
only because its profitability was undermined by the Industrial Revolution. By the end of his life, he would
become an iconic figure in world history and politics. There veterans, along with discontented urban elements,
formed a nucleus of malcontents ripe for disruptive action. A typical Dagomba household comprising
husband, wife and three children in Yendi ,  To settle the Ashanti problem permanently, the British invaded
Ashanti with a sizable military force. Other scholars, however, disagree with Williams, arguing that
humanitarian concerns as well as social and economic factors were instrumental in ending the African slave
trade. Forts were built, abandoned, attacked, captured, sold, and exchanged, and many sites were selected at
one time or another for fortified positions by contending European nations. The constitution also admitted
representatives from Ashanti into the council for the first time. When these two regional parties walked out of
discussions on a new constitution, the CPP feared that London might consider such disunity an indication that
the colony was not yet ready for the next phase of self-government. The Executive Council was a small
advisory body of European officials that recommended laws and voted taxes, subject to the governor's
approval. However, these two schools of thought were not always mutually antagonistic, as argued by Githu
Muigai, who showed in the Kenyan case, that both ethnicity and colonial concerns mattered in the
independence movement. Between and while Maclean was in charge of affairs on the Gold Coast, no
confrontations occurred with Ashanti, and the volume of trade reportedly increased threefold. See, for
example, Jean M. By , cacao exports had reached  Other groups were dissatisfied because there was
insufficient cooperation between the councils and the central government and because some felt that the local
authorities were too dominated by the British district commissioners. Smith, Nationalism and Modernism
London: Routledge, ,  In , the First Anglo-Ashanti War broke out and lasted until  This protest helped lay the
foundation for political action that would ultimately lead to independence. Political and military consolidation
ensued, resulting in firmly established centralized authority. While in the U. Nkrumah was released from jail
on 11 February , and the following day accepted an invitation to form a government as "leader of government
business," a position similar to that of prime minister. He headed the country from independence in until he
was overthrown by a coup in  In the s, some members of the educated coastal elite organized themselves into
the Aborigines' Rights Protection Society to protest a land bill that threatened traditional land tenure.


