
THE UNKNOWN REBEL FROM TIANANMEN SQUARE

Tank Man is the nickname of an unidentified Chinese man who stood in front of a column of tanks leaving Tiananmen
Square on June 5 In April , Time included the "Unknown Rebel" in a feature titled "Time The Most Important.

Outside China, Tank Man has endured in popular culture, the subject of books, documentaries, television
shows and art exhibits. Such was the situation in Beijing, the capital of China, in , during the student and
worker protests at Tiananmen Square and the ultimate killings that occurred on June 4th of that year They set
up, in the heart of the ancient nation, their own world within the world, complete with a daily newspaper, a
broadcasting tent, even a ft. Many of the images of the crackdown showed the streets of Beijing engulfed in
carnage and chaos, but the image of Tank Man â€” a lonely figure in a crisp white shirt, clutching two
shopping bags, standing defiantly before hulking armored vehicles â€” stood out. Video of the Tiananmen
Square Tank Man protester confronting the row of tanks. Since the construction of Tiananmen Square in , it
has been the focal point of protests and historical events. The tank commander briefly emerged from his hatch,
and the tanks restarted their engines, ready to continue on. The display shows a giant green tank pointing its
gun directly at a man in black pants and a white shirt. Video footage shows two figures in blue pulling the man
away and disappearing with him into a nearby crowd; the tanks continued on their way. Jones wrote that he
was not aware of what he had captured until a month later when printing his photos. The man was unarmed
and appeared to be carrying a briefcase and a white plastic bag. But more recently, the government has worked
to eliminate the memory of Tank Man, censoring images of him online and punishing those who have evoked
him. Though Tiananmen square and Oxford happened on opposite sides of the world, there were still some
similarities between the two. The largest square in the world held up to a million people at once Images of the
encounter became some of the most recognized photographs of the 20th century. In an age of cyber-sleuthing
and intense media scrutiny, it has become almost impossible for historical figures to remain anonymous. The
German company Leica Camera drew criticism from Chinese internet users after a film promoting Leica
cameras emerged this spring that recreated the scene of a photographer capturing images of Tank Man. The
road to freedom and equality has never been easy. But this tally was later lowered to  When he decided to go
out again, the public security stopped him, so he stayed in his room, stood next to the window and eventually
witnessed the Tank Man and took several shots of the event. His body seeming to be no match to the machines
that were dispatched to serve a purpose. Then this anonymous bystander clambers up onto the vehicle of war
and says something to its driver, which comes down to us as: "Why are you here? Charlie Cole , who was
there for Newsweek , said it was the Chinese government PSB the police , [10] while Jan Wong , who was
there for The Globe and Mail , thought that the men who pulled him away were concerned bystanders.
According to the Chinese Red Cross at that time, there were an estimated 2, deaths, but this number was also
later withdrawn. Those who dare to speak of or mention the atrocity are censored and punished. In Mao Tse
Tung became the chairman of the communist party. The uncontrollable violence left both physical and
emotional wounds on Jiang. When the noise of tanks caught his ear, Widener looked out and saw the line of
military vehicles driving toward the square. A recent survey of internet users in China by Rutger van der
Hoeven, a lecturer at Utrecht University in the Netherlands, found that 37 percent of respondents said they
recognized a photo of Tank Man, compared with 49 percent on average across the globe. By conflict between
the communists and the Kuomintang the party that was ruling turned into a full-scale civil war In response to
these protests, the government implemented martial law in Beijing to quell the disturbance. The tanks did at
one point attempt to move around the man but he merely moved to continue blocking their path.


