
WRITING A LABORATORY REPORT

A quick guide to writing a psychology lab-report; Abstract - Introduction - Method - Results - Discussion.

Note on Verb Tense Introductions often create difficulties for students who struggle with keeping verb tenses
straight. Appendices are places where you put information that does not deserve to be included in the report
itself but may be helpful to some readers who want to know more about the details. Make it plain, simple. So
when you write your Methods section, keep in mind that you need to describe your experiment well enough to
allow others to replicate it exactly. This title should be descriptive enough to communicate the contents of the
table, but not so long that it becomes difficult to follow. Two or three studies is sufficient. We can also include
a summary of earlier work with proper references. Percentages and degrees of freedom: report as whole
numbers. Give the instrument uncertainties. Generally speaking, authors writing journal articles use the
background for slightly different purposes than do students completing assignments. Lab report writers often
use graphic representations of the data they collected to provide their readers with a literal picture of how the
experiment went. If an experiment was within the tolerances, you can still account for the difference from the
ideal. Readers of scientific writing are rarely content with the idea that a relationship between two terms
existsâ€”they want to know what that relationship entails. There is no short list of instructions for writing a
good laboratory report. Your name and the names of any lab partners. Writers often want to include the results
of their experiment, because they measured and recorded the results during the course of the experiment.
Some instructors require the lab report be included in a lab notebook , while others will request a separate
report. For the most part, this rule means that you should construct your table so that like elements read down,
not across. Likewise, your raw data can be placed in an appendix. Consult your lab supervisor as you perform
the lab. Refer to appendices as necessary, pointing out trends and identifying special features.


