
ESSAY BRAINSTORMING EXERCISES

As writers, it's common for us to have an idea, but get stuck on where to begin. Try these four brainstorming techniques
to get creative with your content.

Works consulted We consulted these works while writing this handout. Luckily, there are brainstorming
techniques you can use to fire up your creative thinking and get your essay off to a fast start. Make a list of
anecdotes, childhood memories, or stories about yourself. It can be done at any point along the writing
process. New York: Putnam,  This exercise requires you think about aspects of your identity that you have
actively chosen. It is much harder to force yourself to think about aspects of your identity that rankle, and to
think about how these things have shaped you. Maybe, you will realize that all of your fondest memories
involve a certain activity or hobby of yours. Divide your paper into two columns b. Write each question word
on a sheet of paper, leaving space between them. By the end you should Each object is one of your essence
objects. Boston: Shambhala,  We also have helpful handouts on some of the next steps in your writing process,
such as reorganizing drafts and argument. The important thing here is to get out of the realm of words alone
and see how different spatial representations might help you see the relationships among your ideas. This is
not 'brainstorming'. First, brainstorm randomly about possible topics for the essay. What verb captures your
intent? The six are: Who? Log in now to get rid of them! Make a list of opinions you firmly hold and explain
them. But if done correctly, acknowledging that you are not perfect can add genuineness to any personal
essay. What is brainstorming? The green pen in my essence object box is more than a green pen. A list could
consist of the main topic of regional dialects and then sublists would be regional dialects you know or have
experienced. As with any writing assignment, the best way to approach the personal essay is to brainstorm
what it is you want the entire essay to communicate about you to the adcom that will be considering you for
admission. When we help students write their personal statements, we usually begin by brainstorming a few
potential anecdotes to use in your essay. Sketching out this conversation will help you strengthen your
arguments and identify areas where there may be gaps in your knowledge of the topic. People who can serve
for multiple terms will be better representatives because they will be more effective and understand how
processes work. So my list would begin like this: green Precise v5 extra fine rolling ball pen worn-down,
rubber North Carolina basketball blue Bible with my name stitched on it in gold lettering bbq sauce annotated
copy of The Brothers Karamazov friendship bracelet black and white composition notebook Amelie DVD.


