
COMPARATIVE LITERATURE THESIS PRINCETON

Senior theses in Comparative Literature should articulate a clear critical and methodological agenda in their opening
chapters, and should both engage with.

Logan will meet with seniors in September and with juniors in February. At a minimum, both advisers should
initial the prospectus, and both should feel free to raise particular concerns at this relatively early moment in
the thesis-writing process. While close readings invariably involve some quotation of the primary text s ,
citations should be balanced by sustained analysis. For those working in modern European languages and
literatures, the most useful of such languages might be Greek or Latin, but Classical Chinese or Japanese
would be more appropriate for others, and Classical Arabic, Sanskrit, or Biblical Hebrew for yet others.
Student Teaching. Such evolution cannot take place, however, without writing: notes, highlighted passages,
and other isolated fragments, however copious, will not lead to a refined and persuasive argument unless they
are converted to critical prose. The student is responsible for uploading or attaching the Title Page of the
dissertation and the required Dissertation Abstract words maximum , in addition to a PDF of the correctly
formatted dissertation itself. Under exceptional circumstances of unique scholarly expertise, however, the
committee may be co-chaired by faculty unaffiliated with Comparative Literature, with the corresponding
co-Chair belonging to Comparative Literature, upon approval by the Director of Graduate Studies. All creative
and translation theses must be accompanied by a rigorous critical frame. I would like to write my senior thesis
on English-language primary texts, but with a focus on secondary texts in another language. In either case, the
purpose of this exercise is to demonstrate facility in reading and interpreting the work s in the original
language s and in developing a critical idiom for discussing the most relevant features of the text s. For the
best thesis in Medieval Studies in any department. In order to derive the greatest benefit from this final
exercise, all candidates for the doctoral degree should make every effort to schedule their final public oral
examinations during the regular academic year, September through May. The Junior Seminar, COM ,
encourages students to consider a range of comparative approaches, and focuses on particular types of writing
pertinent to independent work in this department. Seniors work with their advisers to prepare a suitable
individual reading list of forty titles. Carolyn L. In order to allow the necessary time for the completion of
final doctoral degree requirements, candidates should begin by reviewing the following crucial deadlines here
: Students must schedule their Final Public Oral examination no fewer than two months in advance. Prior
permission from the Graduate School must also be sought for external Examiners. Award for the best senior
thesis by a Comparative Literature major in translation or creative writing. These mandatory meetings
normally take place about a week before the prospectus is due; they serve to introduce students to the relevant
research tools, help them locate materials by identifying the descriptors used by the Library of Congress, and
demonstrate the different sorts of bibliographic manager programs available to them. Students whose interests
and language preparation lead them to "double-major" in two foreign literatures should take at least four
courses in each of those literatures, three of which must be for credit. FAQs Do I need to know two foreign
languages to join the department? In some instances, relatively ancient and primarily oral languages that have
survived into the modern world, such as Quechua, may qualify. This first meeting also serves to establish
general expectations about writing and revisions. Logan in Firestone Library; where relevant, they can also put
the student in contact with specialist librarians managing individual collections around campus. The chair may
be one of the internal readers, examiners, a member of the dissertation committee, the Director of Graduate
Studies, or a member of the Graduate Committee as long as these latter are not excluded by also being the
main adviser of the dissertation. Kenneth Maxwell Senior Thesis Prize. They must also be able to express
complex ideas with clarity, rigor, and persuasive fashion in English.


