
DECIPHERING CUNEIFORM WRITING ACTIVITY

Directions: Cuneiform is noted as the first writing system ever recorded. The first cuneiform writings were
pictographsâ€”symbols that represented an entire word.

Jacobsen presents verse translations of Sumerian poetry with introductions and notes for a general audience.
No one in modern times remembered what the symbols meant. This helps overcome the first major hurdle in
acquiring the language, namely, the cuneiform writing system. Beyond Volk, however, Konstantopoulos
explains that much of the source material tends to appear in scholarly articles. H84 ] could be a place to start.
The same story was told in three different ways so that most probably, in ancient times, everyone could
understand it. We have royal inscriptions, such as the Gudea Cylinders , as well as early examples of epic
poetry, like the Matter of Aratta. M ] as an excellent, if hard-to-find, resource. Cunningham, E. This volume is
a comprehensive anthology of extant Sumerianâ€”though not as comprehensive as the ETCSL from which it
is drawn. Once they understood a few words in cuneiform, they could build on that and start recognizing the
same symbol on tablets and documents. They even kept a list of their kings that was updated from time to
time, as new kings came to power. Many thousands of these tablets have survived the ages and we can see
them today. Reading selection from K. Black, G. By Patrick J. The Sumerians never invented paper or ink, so
they used tools made of wood or stiff reeds to press the symbols into clay tablets. But for those committed to
diving directly into Sumerian, Konstantopoulos notes the following resources. Thanks to the Sumerians, we
know a great deal about the ancient Mesopotamian civilizations of Babylon and Assyria as well. The
readerâ€”a slim pagesâ€”is packed with helpful resources for the elementary student: texts, transliterations, a
sign list, phonological charts, and glossaries for vocabulary, divinities, persons, places, dates, buildings, and
festivals. M75 ] can also be helpful in developing proficiency with the Sumerian writing system. Once you
have made headway with Sumerian fundamentals, there are some more detailed grammars that will become
indispensable. A75 M67 ; ebook available], edited by A. As a spoken language, it likely died out around the
middle of the second millennium, but continued to be used as a literary language for at least another years.
They were such a clever people. S86 ]â€”which covers cuneiform texts from ancient Iraq between and BCE.
The ETCSL presents transliterations and English translations of Sumerian literary texts as well as bibliography
and source information. He spotted a picture, carved into the rock of a high cliff. Konstantopoulos started
Sumerian as a graduate student at Michigan, learning the language alongside Akkadian. As for translations,
Konstantopoulos recommends a few volumes that cover the range of Sumerian literature.


