
CALL OF THE WILD ESSAY QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Call of the Wild study guide contains a biography of Jack London, a complete e- text, quiz Defend your answer with
examples from the book. 4.

Perhaps part of his intention in writing the novel was to demonstrate that materialism, the desire for wealth, is
incompatible with freedom. Buck's fear was of humans. Buck responds finally to the call because Thornton,
his last tie to humanity, was killed. After Thornton beats Hal in a fight, he takes his knife and "with two
strokes cut Buck's traces. It can be thought of as psychic wholeness. He is a "good dog" who behaves in a way
that a pet is supposed to behave. One example is at the very beginning where it says strong, heavy dogs were
wanted in the Yukon. Answer each question fully - there may be more than one part to each question. And it is
the lust for money that sends hordes of men to the Klondike seeking gold. He needed to get in touch with the
other side of his being and to integrate it with his conscious persona. This is such a key point that London
emphasizes it again and again. Discuss the role played by Charles, Hal and Mercedes. They appear only in
chapter 5, when they buy Buck and his mates at Skagway. The ranch was almost like a paradise for him, and
he had the run of the entire estate. Had he failed to do this, he would not have survived in a world in which the
"law of club and fang" ruled. When they make a complete mess of things, and the dogs starve, they are so
busy quarreling amongst themselves and complaining about their own misery, that they are callous to the
sufferings of the dogs. He was born there and he ruled over the other dogs. It was as though it had always
been, the wonted way of things. What is atavism, and why is the term relevant for the novel? It also suggests
that freedom can be found by reverting to nature, in contrast to civilization. When they try to get their trip
underway, it turns out that they do not know what they are doing. The fact that Mercedes is simply a nuisance
throughout, behaving childishly when she is told she cannot take all her belongings with her, may be London's
way of saying that women were not suited to travel in these regions, under these harsh conditions. A
significant moment comes at the end of chapter 5, when Buck first encounters John Thornton. In the Arctic,
Buck's persona is expressed through his social role as leader of the dog-team, but this is a role that demands
also the expression of the shadow. In including these three pitiful characters in the story, London suggests that
in some respects the civilized world, which appears to breed vanity and stupidity, is less to be respected than
the primitive world. Buck was at first a domesticated dog. This should not be understood in a negative fashion.
Explain, fully, what this "call" is. Although he develops as much independence as he can, his welfare depends
entirely on the whims of his human masters. Buck became lead dog, and qualities necessary for that came up.
He does not have to learn how to fight. London's story is historically accurate in this respect. He first became
afraid from the man in the red sweater when he learned the law of club and fang. In Jungian psychology, the
persona is the face that people present to the world, the socially acceptable aspect of the personality.


