
A HISTORY OF THE SIMPLE HOLIDAY HALLOWEEN

Halloween is an annual holiday celebrated each year on October 31, and Halloween occurs on Thursday, October It
originated with the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain, when people would light bonfires and wear costumes to ward off
ghosts. Halloweenâ€™s origins date back to.

Halloween imagery includes themes of death, evil , and mythical monsters. Another common game involves
hanging up treacle or syrup-coated scones by strings; these must be eaten without using hands while they
remain attached to the string, an activity that inevitably leads to a sticky face. But, all the while, the danse
macabre urged them not to forget the end of all earthly things. In America, pumpkins were more common. In
the morning, if any stone was mislaid it was said that the person it represented would not live out the year.
During the Samhain festival the souls of those who had died were believed to return to visit their homes, and
those who had died during the year were believed to journey to the otherworld. The distribution of soul cakes
was encouraged by the church as a way to replace the ancient practice of leaving food and wine for roaming
spirits. The origin of the holiday dates back many, many yearsâ€”and it's even more wicked than you might
think. In the second half of the nineteenth century, America was flooded with new immigrants. In A. One held
a bunch of burning straw on a pitchfork while the rest knelt around him in a circle, praying for the souls of
relatives and friends until the flames went out. Commemorations of all saints and martyrs were held by several
churches on various dates, mostly in springtime. It is primarily a fun day for children. These festivals often
honored gods of fruits, such as the Roman Pomona. Young women believed that on Halloween they could
divine the name or appearance of their future husband by doing tricks with yarn, apple parings or mirrors. One
quarter of all the candy sold annually in the U. Others, like the festival of Parentalia, may have honored the
deceased. The second was a day to honor Pomona, the Roman goddess of fruit and trees. By the end of the
12th century they had become holy days of obligation across Europe and involved such traditions as ringing
church bells for the souls in purgatory. Halloween parties often include games such as bobbing for apples,
perhaps derived from the Roman celebration of Pomona. For the Celts, the day ended and began at sunset;
thus the festival began on the evening before 7 November by modern reckoning the half point between
equinox and solstice. Hallow comes from the word holy. After this the eating, drinking, and games would
begin". To commemorate the event, Druids built huge sacred bonfires, where the people gathered to burn
crops and animals as sacrifices to the Celtic deities. But instead of worrying about evil spirits, they go from
house to house. True 5. The name was eventually shortened to "Halloween," which we know and love to this
day. For a people entirely dependent on the volatile natural world, these prophecies were an important source
of comfort and direction during the long, dark winter. At the turn of the century, Halloween parties for both
children and adults became the most common way to celebrate the day. Apple bobbing, for example, became
popular as a fortune-telling game on All Hallows' Eve: Apples would be selected to represent all of a woman's
suitors, and the guyâ€”er, appleâ€”she ended up biting into would supposedly represent her future husband.
Development of artifacts and symbols associated with Halloween formed over time. Jack-o'-lanterns are
traditionally carried by guisers on All Hallows' Eve in order to frighten evil spirits. Along with skeletons and
black cats, the holiday has incorporated scary beings such as ghosts , witches, and vampires into the
celebration. The period was also thought to be favourable for divination on matters such as marriage, health,
and death. A thousand years ago Europeans wore costumes to get candy. Wearing costumes and playing
pranks at Halloween spread to England in the 20th century. Those who received the piece with the coin were
given good luck for the rest of the yea International Celebrations Chinese The Chinese celebrate the Festival
of the Hungry Ghosts, or Yue Lan. Halloween was much more common in Maryland and the southern
colonies. So people began putting candles inside them and using them as lanterns. Because of these efforts,
Halloween lost most of its superstitious and religious overtones by the beginning of the twentieth century.


