
ONCE UPON A TIME ANALYSIS

The title of Gabriel Okara's â€œOnce upon a time is itself symbolic. First of all, the poet foregrounds the past in the
context of the present through.

So, show me, son, How to laugh; show me how I used to laugh and smile Once upon a time when I was like
you. And I have learned, too. I have learned to wear many faces Like dresses â€” home face, office face, street
face, host face, cocktail face, with all their conforming smiles like a fixed portrait smile. Therefore, there is an
implication that the insincere actions that the persona describes are muting, they block, or silence, good
intentions. Also, this description in the poem gives the impression of genuine emotion given off by the people.
He wants to unlearn the bad qualities he now has. Download Beamingnotes App We have published the
Beamingnotes App which contains more than s of poem summaries and analysis. The symbol of the snake also
points to the first sin of Man. For him a guest is always welcome but now people treat them as a nuisance. As
the title implies, Gordimer frames this assault upon the systemic and legislated racist policy of segregation in
South Africa at the time in an allusive form that brings to mind many conventions of fairy tales. They had true
love, cooperation, and showed honesty. The poem is also structured like a mirror as the first 3 stanzas talk
about innocence whereas the next 3 portray experience, furthermore, the poet is constantly reflecting on the
two times of their life. Like others, he too hides his real feelings. The poisonous erudition is implicit in his
own state of being. This usually signals the beginning of a fairy tale. This metaphor literally allows you to
visualize a block of ice, cold and unwelcoming. If anything with apartheid came racism and black people
being only trusted to do menial jobs. This metaphor literally allows you to visualize a block of ice, cold and
unwelcoming. This circular structure imitates how many people want to be older when they are young but
want to be young when they are older. The first stanza about the fake laughter the persona witnesses.
Particularly, he wants relearn to smile as now the poison is becoming more obvious with the fangs showing.
Those who were once so genuine, warm and sincere have now suddenly turned cold and hostile towards him.
The Sitting Bee, 10 Jan. The third stanza deals with another of the values that the persona cherishes;
hospitality. It shows here that the childhood innocence and sincerity is removed by experience, as a person
grows older he must change so that he survives in the adult world. The language used is simple and easy to
understand. The poem leads the readers to believe it to be like a story and the poet does present it in a narrative
way, but once we realize he is talking to his son it could suggest the fairy tale feel is on his behalf. Narrated in
the first person by an unnamed narrator writer the reader realises after reading the story that Gordimer may be
exploring the theme of apartheid. Okara ,in other words, would like to go down to his roots. The second stanza
continues the concept of a genuine act being done with the heart. The story concludes with the death of a
young white boy getting trapped within the razor wire on the border wall while pretending to be Prince
Charming. He speaks regretfully about the present time when people are not like before. The poem highlights
the guilt and resentment an African man feels for himself to accept the culture of the westerners. There are
many hypocrites in our societies. Finally accepting that the noises are due to the house settling, she decides to
tell herself a bedtime story in order to get the sleep. Rather the man is adhering to commonly held beliefs at
the time when it comes to black people and their role in society. So I have learnt many things, son. It is his
childhood that he remembers throughout the poem, the time when things seemed so much more real and
sincere. This wants to return to the beginning of the poem shows how the poet is desperate to not let him end
this way yet it is at the end of the poem that he wants to return to the start. So show me, son, how to laugh;
show me how I used to laugh and smile once upon a time when I was like you. The divorce between the
intention and remark is explicit. The poem contains the following figures of speech. Though they were rooted
in primitivism, the emotions they embodied were genuine. Though it is unsure as to who is committing all the
crime in the area. He confesses to his son that he does not like the person he has become and wants to change,
and go back to the way he was before, in his childhood.


